Reirradiation: a potentially curative approach to locally or regionally recurrent head and neck cancer.
The treatment options for patients with recurrent head and neck malignancies arising in a previously irradiated field are limited. Surgical salvage is feasible in a minority of patients. The majority are referred for palliative chemotherapy with no realistic chance for cure. Data are accumulating to support reirradiation as a potentially curative approach for patients with locally or regionally recurrent head and neck cancer. This article provides a rationale for management and reviews recent results of reirradiation.